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NAZIS COORDINATE PROTESTANT CHURCH 





N September 23, after riding roughshod over 

all opposition, Reich Bishop Mueller was 
consecrated head of the German Protestant 
Church. His consecration marks, at least offi- 
cially, the culmination of a long struggle for 
church unity waged since his election to the office 
of Reich Bishop by a National Synod on Septem- 
ber 27, 1933. It also signalizes the formal tri- 
umph of the German Christians and their con- 
ception of the Church as an instrument for the 
inculeation of National Socialist ideology. Hence- 
forth the authorities will enforce the Aryan para- 
graph barring from church offices all who are of 
Jewish descent or have married Jews. 

That this victory is far from complete is evi- 
dent from a statement issued on the day of 
consecration by the Free Confessional Synod, a 
body opposing the Reich Bishop and representing 
about a third of the Protestant pastors in the 
Reich. This statement, read from the pulpit by 
many opposition pastors, championed the idea of 
a free church and condemned church unification 
undcr Nazi auspices as an attempt to submerge 
the various Protestant confessions and impose a 
“Nordic-Christian hybrid religion.” The invest- 
ment of Dr. Mueller, it said, should fill every 
Evangelical Christian “with deepest shame and 
sorrow.” 


The final “coordination” of the Protestant 
Church was accomplished only after the applica- 
tion of drastic measures to the opposition. On 
August 9 the National Synod, dominated by the 
German Christians, approved a series of laws 
sanctioning Dr. Mueller’s acts and requiring all 
pastors on pain of dismissal to take an oath of 
allegiance to Hitler and to act “in accordance 
with instructions issued by the German Evangeli- 
cal Church.” Aided by his civil administrator, 
Dr. August Jaeger, the Reich Bishop proceeded to 
enforce obedience by the various state churches 
and to suspend recalcitrant pastors. In Baden a 


church synod which opposed coordination was 
dissolved and a new one appointed which prompt- 
ly voted submission. The subordination of the 
Bavarian and Wiirttemberg churches, decreed by 
Dr. Jaeger on September 6, proved more difficult. 
Supported by a majority of their pastors and con- 
gregations, the bishops of these two state 
churches publicly protested against coercion. On 
September 15 Bishop Wurm of Wiirttemberg was 
suspended, ostensibly for using church funds to 
finance the opposition to Dr. Mueller; and four 
days later he was placed in “protective custody.” 
At the same time a number of noted professors 
of theology were removed from office, and the 
sale and distribution of the writings of Dr. Karl 
Barth, a noted opponent of the German Chris- 
tians, were forbidden. No move has yet been 
made to depose the Bavarian Bishop, Dr. Meisser, 
who protested the suspension of his Wiirttemberg 
colleague and took occasion in a sermon on Sep- 
tember 23 to renew his denunciation of the Reich 
Bishop. Nor has any action been taken against 
the Bishop of Hanover who, despite the coordina- 
tion of his church, appears to be successfully or- 
ganizing a secessionist movement in defiance of 
the Reich ecclesiastical authorities. 


The limited triumph so far won by Dr. Mueller 
was possible only because Chancellor Hitler him- 
self finally abandoned all pretense of neutrality. 
The dissenting pastors had been encouraged by 
the Leader’s speech at Coblenz on August 26, in 
which he promised to protect religion as long as 
it was not used to cloak opposition to the State. 
Moreover, the election on August 30 of Dr. Koch, 
head of the opposition to the Reich Bishop, to the 
Universal Christian Council for Life and Work 
was expected to exercise a restraining influence 
on the German government. Thus heartened, the 
opposition appealed to the Chancellor to check 
the coercive tactics employed by Dr. Mueller and 
his aides. The dissidents emphasized that they 






FORE Se 








were entirely willing to pledge allegiance to the 
Chancellor and the State, but could not accept the 
new church régime. On September 19, however, 
the Leader expressly affirmed the legality of the 
Reich Bishop’s measures. 

Although the Nazi government obviously could 
not disown an accomplishment which marked a 
further step toward the realization of a “totali- 
tarian” state, it showed no inclination to celebrate 
the unification of the church as a new triumph. 
The consecration ceremonies were characterized 
by little enthusiasm. Apparently no Nazi organ- 
izations participated, and the government was 
represented only by Dr. Frick, Minister of the 
Interior. The government seems anxious not to 
force the church opposition into open hostility 
to the Third Reich. Moreover, it does not wish 
to prejudice its relations with the Catholic 
Church, especially in view of the forthcoming 
plebiscite in the predominantly Catholic Saar 
Basin. For this reason the authorities have min- 
imized the importance of recent declarations by 
Dr. Jaeger and Dr. Mueller in favor of a united 
German Church free from ties with Rome. The 
neo-pagan movement has also been checked, the 
Reich Bishop himself condemning it in his con- 
secration sermon. The authorities do not appear, 
however, to have been completely successful in 
allaying the alarm felt by Catholics as a result of 
the severe methods employed to quell the oppo- 
sition in the Protestant Church. 


JOHN C. DEWILDE 


Can Spain Preserve the Republic? 


Admitting that political dissension had devel- 
oped to a stage where the country was threatened 
with civil war, President Alcalé-Zamora on Sep- 
tember 23 once again decreed the existence of a 
state of alarm in Spain. Political leaders of both 
Left and Right have waged an increasingly bitter 
struggle in anticipation of a possible crisis in 
early October, after the Cortes reconvenes. 
Neither group appears to have been satisfied with 
the activities of the Right Center government of 
Premier Ricardo Samper during its five months 
in office. The Catholic Popular Action of José 
Maria Gil Robles, the strongest party in the 
Cortes, has tolerated the government rather than 
risk a Left revolution by vigorous advocacy of 
its reactionary views. Now, however, the Catho- 
lics are expected to force Samper’s resignation 
and to insist on representation in a new cabinet. 
Socialist leaders fear that, should this manoeuvre 
succeed, the remaining portion of the progressive 
labor and anti-clerical legislation passed in the 
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early days of the new régime would be sup- 
pressed. Nor does the assertion of Gil Robles 
that his party is prepared to work “through the 
medium of the Republic” reassure the Socialists, 
who believe that the Right may seek to maintain 
itself in power by Fascist methods. Socialist, 
Syndicalist and Communist labor unions have 
uniformly agreed that participation in the gov- 
ernment by the Popular Action would be the sig- 
nal for violent revolution and have distributed 
considerable quantities of arms among their mem- 
bers. 


The plight of the government has been ag- 
gravated by strong manifestations of regionalist 
sentiment in the Catalan and Basque provinces 
during the summer. The delicate relations which 
have always existed between the Samper cabinet 
and the Left Wing government of the autonomous 
region of Catalonia have been severely strained 
in a dispute over the power of the Catalan 
Generalitat to enact a law enabling peasants to 
acquire small land holdings at the expense of 
large proprietors. National leaders have not been 
slow to make political capital of the issue: labor 
organizations have supported the Catalan Presi- 
dent, Don Lluis Companys, and went on strike on 
September 8 when Catalan landowners held a 
demonstration in Madrid, while Gil Robles has 
backed the proprietors and denounced Premier 
Samper for not dealing firmly with regionalist 
movements. In the Basque region the provincial 
authorities have insisted on the right of the region 
to tax itself and pay a lump sum to Madrid, a 
concession secured by an agreement with the 
Crown about sixty years ago. It is generally ex- 
pected that the central government will attempt 
to allay unrest by passing a regional autonomy 
statute to be drawn up by the Basques, similar 
to that now possessed by the Catalans. 


Confronted with potential strife over regional, 
agrarian, clerical and social issues, President 
Alcala-Zamora has called on the radical forces to 
abandon their plans for action by extra-legal 
means. Prospects for the continuance of consti- 
tutional government seem dark, however, unless 
the elections planned for this fall reverse the 
strong reactionary trend revealed at the polls 
last year and make possible the formation of a 
Center and moderate Left cabinet. 


DAvip H. POPPER 





Germany’s Default: The Economies of Hitlerism, by Paul 
Einzig. New York, Macmillan, 1934. $3.00 
A pessimistic account of Nazi economic policy which, 
the author contends, will in all probability lead to war. 
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